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Abstract

This present study has been conducted with the major aim to examine the
using of concept mapping strategy in an elementary Japanese reading class of Thai
learners. The sampling consists of 35 second year students majoring in Business
Japanese at Chandrakasem Rajabhat University. The experimental study of 50 minute
classes each week has lasted 7 weeks,

The instrument used in this study consisted of 7 lesson plans on elementary
Japanese reading equipped with 5 concept mapping strategies as follows 1) spider
map, 2) time ladder map, 3) contrast overlay map, 4) fish bone map, and 5) pie chart
map. In addition 30-item pre-test and post-test were used to assess learning outcome
as well as a 4-scale survey to evaluate learner satisfaction questionnaire. The
instruments have been rated to have 0.83 reliability. Statistics used to analyze the
obtained data were percentagé. mean and standard deviation.

The findings were as follows:

1. The 5 concept mapping strategies used in this study were determined
to highly optimize reading efficiency of elementary Japanese reading learners both in
each and overall perspective.

2. The post-test result indicated the progress of 80.76 percent which was
in ac_f:ordance with the hypothesis,

3. According to the survey, the learners appeared to be highly satisfied
with the using of concept mapping strategy in this elementary Japanese reading class
at the level of 3.53 out of 4.00 which was in accordance with the hypothesis.

As can be seen in the findings, the use of concept mapping strategy in the
elementary Japanese reading class could optimize better learning achievement as well
as motivating learners to contribute more collaboration. However teachers should
arrange activities which allow students to spend enough time on reading. Additionally,
concept mapping strategy should be used in summarizing the main ideas when it can
be assigned as an outside reading activity. Furthermore, concept mapping strategy can
be applied into writing and speaking class as well as into efficiently summarizing

important knowledge in other classes.



